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Makbula Manzoor: From poetry to prose

Makbula Manzoor has been writing for forty years. Initiall, she wrote poetry but moved o Prose on the suggestion of Quamrul Hassan. She writes both novels and

short stories, and, in 1997, received the National Archives Award for her ep

MNiaz Zaman: You were bom in Burdwan, but did
you spend much time in West Bengal?
Makbula Manzoor: Actually, most of my
childhood was spent in North Bengal. My
father came from Sirajganj, but, as a police
officer, he was posted o various places. So
spent my childhood and adolescence among
the lush green landscape of North Bengal and
its blue sky and rivers. I went to quite a
number of schools, depending on where my
father was posted. Later I studied at the
University of Dhaka, where 1 did my Master's
in Bangla Literature.

NZ: After that you began teaching?

MM: No, I didn't start teaching right away.
Initially I worked in a bank: I was there for
two years. It was after that that I started
teachingat Holy Cross College. I was there for
two years. Subsequently, I joined University
Women's Federation College and worked
there at a stretch for 30 years till my
retirement.

NZ: When did you start writing?

MM: It might sound funny, but my writing
career started from the age of eight. I had
written a poem which was published in the
Azad, in the childrexfs section called Mukul

NZ: You haven't said anything about your mother.
MM: OF course, she t0o nurtured my interest
in stories. [ heard so many stories and rhymes
from my mother And also fairy tales, the
stories that we later read in Upendra Kishore
Ray's book of fairy tales. My mother used to
read a lot, Saratchandra and Bankimchandra
especially. She also loved to read detective
stories

NZ: To go back to your first novel, what was its
title?

MM: Akash Kanya, It was not published as a
book, but was serialized in Begum. My first
novel, published as a book, was Aar EK jiban.
It too was published before I had completed
my MA

NZ: Was it also published serially?
MM: Yes, it was also published serially in
Begum.

NZ: Your first novel, was it ever published as a
book?

MM: No. Iam not quite sure why, but perhaps
it was not mature enough. But now when 1
look back, I feel that it should have been
published Akash Kanya was a very romantic
novel, Aar Ek Jiban was more mature — in a

MM: I try to analyze life from different
perspectives, Also, 1 usually write about
ordinary people, about the middle and lower
middle class, very rarely about the upper
class. In some of my recent short stories I have
portrayed the lives of garment factory workers
and girls who work as domestic holps

NZ: Yes, this theme is also reflected in ‘Nagar
Aranya’ (The Urban Jungle), included in your
collection of short stories in transiation, The

Vuttures Are Everywhere. ;
MM: Yes, there I portray the lives of domestic
workers. They come to the city from Ih.eu-
villages with the dream of earning and saving
money so that they can help their parents.
But they are tortured and raped, sometimes
even murdered. Some of them commit
suicide. At times they are murdered and the

. murders are passed off as suicides.

NZ: Your first novel was published serially in
mmmalmmnmmﬂ
MM: No, because Begum is not published on
a regular basis these days. However, I did
write in the last Eid special that was
published.
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year or two and I have had the opportunity to
analyze the lifestyle abroad— I haver't
written anything using a foreign setting
However, 1 have written some travel stories
for children. For example, there is 2 mountain
near Melbourne chlled Hanging Rock where a
terrible tragedy took place. I have written a
novella based on that tragedy. But most of my
writings set abroad are travel stories, not
short stories or novels. Even when 1 was
staying abroad the writings I sent home were
set in Bangladesh.

NZ: Do writers have some obligations towards
‘society or should they just write for themselves?
MM: 1 think we do have a responsibility
towards society. 1 believe writers should
portray both the positive and negative sides
of our society. I don't believe that a person
can be totally good or totally evil. I want to
portray how a person can have a wonderful
heart, a heart full of compassion and love. In
my last novel EKtai Jiban 1 wrote the story of
a retired professor. Some hoodlums of his
neighbourhood claim that they are the
nephews of some minister who owns the
house. They tell him that the house belongs
to the minister and not him and they ask him
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time 1 was very close with At her university she met a Bangladesii
Begum. 1 worked for it for twenty years as economist and decided to come to

ers. My elder sister, Moslema
used to write. My brother Ihne Reza,
who is a film director, writes all the scripts of
‘his works himself. Some of my father's books
have been published.

she finally gives up and accepts his
friendship. I ended my novel with a scene of
complete submission on Laila's part. Laila,
who has never cried throughout the novel,
breaks down when Khaled extends his hand
towards her.

NZ: Were your poems published?
MM: Not as a book, but individually, in
newspapers and magazines.
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written a play for the theatre. My plays,are
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social tensions of today.

MM: Yes, although I have spent a lot of time
abroad— in fact 1 spent the last three years
d that also

I was abroad fora

the next generation or generation after
will improve the situation of our country.

that
There will be harmony among all people-

NZ: Thank you for your time.
MM: Thank you.
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